Intro to Environmental Science Syllabus 2022-2023

Ms. Harris

Email: kharris1@asd20.org
TCA Phone: 484-0091

Welcome to Intro to Environmental Science!  

I’m excited for the opportunity to get to know each of you and share my passion of Environmental Science with you! I hope to see you question and analyze the world around you as we discover the world around us and how it has changed over time, both naturally and through human influences. Science is what gives beauty to the world and makes it worth exploring! And understanding Environmental Science is critical to the preservation of our planet and all its organisms. This an inquiry-based course, so be ready to engage your brain and question the world around you!

Course Goals
The major goals of course are: 

· Learn fundamental concepts of environmental science

· Examine issues regarding environmental practices and policies from multiple angles
· Question the world around us & how it has changed over time.
· Connect Environmental Science to other class subjects, specifically history and politics
· Learn how to conduct proper Environmental Science research

· Practice lab safety 
· Enjoy discovering the traits which make our planet unique and worth preserving.
After this course, you should be equipped with the basic understand of how our planet functions and how it has changed over time through natural and manmade causes. Thus, you will have the tools to make informed decisions about your opinions on environmental science practices and be more aware of your role in protecting Mother Earth. 
Classroom Expectations
1. Please come prepared and on time to each class! Be in your assigned seat, ready to learn and ask questions when the bell rings.  

2. Bring materials to class EVERY DAY – Environmental Science textbook, science notebook, pens, pencils, and erasers.
3. Pay attention and follow directions.

4. Be responsible for completing ALL of your classwork when assigned.

5. All coursework/homework is expected to be individual student work.  Copying another student’s work or sharing your work with another student may result in an office referral, detention, and/or a zero on the assignment/paper.
a. There is a zero-tolerance policy for cheating or plagiarism of any kind.
6. Be courteous and have a positive attitude.
7. Find excitement or interest in one thing we learn each day! 😊
Projects & Presentations
This class will have a significant project/presentation component with at least 1 project per Unit. Projects will range from reports on historical environmental science events to researching the environments of your favorite plants and animals to policy debates, to a book report. Projects will be presented in a range of formats (though not all projects will have an associated class presentation). All projects will aim to utilize, test, and excite your knowledge of Environmental Science! Rubrics will be provided for each project. All written work will need to be typed, using font 12 Time New Roman.
Labs
In addition to Projects & Presentations, we will explore a variety of labs throughout the school year. Each Unit will have at least 1-2 labs we will complete during class. Labs will range from one day activities to up to a week (at maximum). If you miss or plan to miss all or part of a lab, you must arrange to make-up what you missed.

Cerebral Calisthenics Challenges (C3)
Throughout the year, we will begin class with short Cerebral Calisthenics Challenges, or critical thinking warmup questions, to engage your brains and gear them toward the Environmental Science Curriculum and topic(s) of the day or week. Once we have covered the content in the questions in class, we will revisit the C3 for students to reassess their initial responses. If there is not enough time for students to re-answer the C3 questions, it may be assigned in addition to or in lieu of homework. Students will dedicate one section of their notebooks or binders for these questions and record both their initial and final answers/thoughts on the same page; these responses will be collected periodically with notebooks and factored into the student’s overall grade.
Tutorial/Make-up days

I have set aside time during lunch, flex, and after school (until 5 pm) for students to sign up for make-up class or work, additional help on concepts, lab work, and/or project work.  Labs missed due to absences will need to be made up in a timely manner.  I expect each student to take responsibility for their education.  I expect to have students in my room to get help and ask questions.  Please do not hesitate to ask for help, this is just one step in developing a healthy strong student.

Grading Policy
Please do your best to turn all work in on time!

· Write Absent or Late on the top of the assignment as appropriate.
· Late work will be accepted until the day of its respective test. After the test, no credit can be given.
· Late work will only be accepted for up to partial credit unless you have spoken to me and made arrangements beforehand.

Late projects will be penalized 10% each day the project is late (unless you have made prior arrangements). After five days, the project will receive a 0 grade.  I will use the TCA secondary universal grading scale.  

All coursework, tests, and homework is expected to be individual student work. Copying another student’s work or sharing your work with another student may result in an office referral, detention, and a zero on the assignment or paper.
Grading Percentages

	Participation:
	5%

	Homework:
	10%

	Labs:
	15%

	Projects:
	15%

	Quizzes:
	15%

	Tests:
	40%


	A  93 – 100
	B  83 – 86
	C  73 – 76
	D  63 – 66

	A-  90 – 92
	B-  80 – 82
	C-  70 – 72
	D-  60 – 62

	B+  87 – 89
	C+  77 – 79
	D+  67 – 69
	F  0 – 59 


Environmental Science Notebook (Multi-subject Notebinder or 3-Ring Binder)
Science Notebooks are divided into the following sections: Cerebral Calisthenics Challenge (C3), Notes, Key Terms, Homework, and Labs. Also make sure to have an additional folder for returned tests, quizzes, and projects. Notebooks will be collected and graded periodically. Students should complete their assignments in pencil and correct all work in colored pen that is not blue or black, if there are any errors, as an ongoing homework assignment.  
Parent Information

I welcome visitors to my classes at any time.  If you wish to visit the class, please sign in at the office and come down to the classroom.  Please understand that my first obligation is to the students, so I may not have much time to answer questions from parents, but my door is always open.

Course Outline*
*This is the general outline for the year and is subject to change as the year progresses

	Fall Semester (August-December/early January)

	Unit
	Topics

	1
	Science and the Environment

Chapters 1-2

	2
	Dynamic Earth

Chapter 3

	3
	Air, Water, & Climate

Chapters 11-13

	4
	Ecosystems

Chapters 4-7


	Spring Semester (January-May)

	Unit
	Topics

	5
	Populations 

Chapters 8-10

	6
	Mining & Agriculture

Chapters 14-16

	7
	Energy

Chapters 17-18

	8
	Humans & the Environment

Chapters 19-21


Student’s Name_______________________________________    Email___________________________

Parent’s Name ______________________________________       Phone # __________________ 

Please read these and have your parents sign that they:




Parents’ Initials

1. Have read the Class and Lab Safety Rules with you and know 

      that you will abide by them.                                                                                                                   _______
2. Have signed up for Infinite Campus.                                                                                                   _______
3. Have read the syllabus and course outline.                                                                                      ___​​​____
4. Know that my classroom is 1119 and you can reach me at                                                        ________
      484-0091 or kharris1@asd20.org;                                                                                                     



Parent/Guardian Signature:  ___________________________________ 

Please return this page and the student safety contract by Friday, August 19th for credit. I hope to see all parents at Back-to-School-Night!
Looking forward to a fantastic year!

Sincerely,
Kiana Harris
TCA Intro to Environmental Science Teacher

